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Introduction
The 34th annual Island Literary Awards, administered by The PEI Writers’ Guild,
recognizes the best in Island writing with community-sponsored cash prizes in the
categories of poetry, literature for children, short story and creative non-fiction.
During the awards gala, the following prestigious awards were handed out:
Joseph Sherman Award – recognizing an individual who has made an exceptional
contribution to the literary arts and who is not a prominent figure in literary production.
UPEI Réshard Gool Award for Creative Writing - awarded to a full-time UPEI student for
excellence in creative writing.
Champion of Reading Award – recognizing an individual in the community who
champions reading as being essential to the quality of our lives and to our ability to take
our place on the world stage.
Distinguished Contribution to the Literary Arts of PEI – recognizing Islanders who have
made outstanding contributions over a sizable number of years through a substantial
and esteemed record of publications and/or significant work in developing, sustaining,
and promoting the Island literary community.
Marie Coyoteblanc Award for Indigenous Writing - recognizing the contribution made
to the PEI literary culture by Indigenous writers in all categories including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, writing for children and young adults, plays, and scriptwriting.
In 2021, two new awards were introduced including:
The Black Cultural Society of PEI Scott Parsons Literary Award - recognizing the
outstanding literary merit of a Black Island writer in all categories including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, writing for children and young adults, plays and scriptwriting.
The Prince Edward Island Association for Newcomers to Canada Award – recognizing
the contribution made to the PEI literary culture by a writer new to Canada. This
category was open to anyone who has immigrated to Canada and made PEI their new
home within the past five years. Qualifying individuals were able to submit any category
of writing including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, writing for children and young adults,
plays, and scriptwriting for consideration.

Both the Island Literary Awards as well as the PEI Writers’ Guild play an important role
in fostering the culture of writing on Prince Edward Island and bringing Island writing
talent into the spotlight. Many Island Literary Award winners go on to becoming
published authors.
The Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty Creative Writing Awards for Young People
offers incentive and inspiration for youths to explore their creativity. There are no entry
fees for students and, together, we celebrate the new generation of writers. This year
was another fantastic celebration with many proud teachers and parents present.
This marked the fourth year that the PEI Writers’ Guild utilized Submittables as the
online platform for individuals to submit their works. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no
other form of submissions was accepted for 2021. In previous years, individuals could
also submit by mail or drop off their works at any of the public libraries across the
Island.
The 2021 Island Literary Awards were a heartwarming celebration of literary excellence,
artistry, publishing, and recognition of the community’s contribution to championing
the importance of literacy. The awards are set to build upon the successes of 2021 and
to evolve from lessons learned. The PEI Writers’ Guild should be proud of their
accomplishments and collaborative approach to this year’s project. This report will
outline the human resources needed to administer and produce the awards, an
overview of the program in 2021 along with its successes and challenges.
Recommendations for moving into 2022 are also being suggested.

Operational Overview
The 34th annual Island Literary Awards, administered by The PEI Writers’ Guild (PEIWG),
is a grassroot, volunteer-led initiative with the PEIWG Board of Directors playing a key
administrative role. Triquetra Entertainment (represented by Christian Gallant) was
contracted to oversee the project for the third consecutive year and ensured the
following:
Activating and administrating the submission process
Overseeing and administrating the budget
Fundraising
Communications
Social media
Producing the Awards Gala events
The company was contracted in October 2020 and worked approximately 400 hours
from October 2020 to May 2021. Furthermore, the Island Literary Awards committee

donated their time to the project.
The Island Literary Awards Steering Committee included:
Maureen Duffy Cobb (PEIWG Executive Director)
Mark Enman (Teacher)
Michael Drake (Lawyer)
Joanne MacNevin (Teacher)
Christian Gallant (Triquetra Entertainment)
This committee worked in collaboration with Triquetra Entertainment in order to ensure
that the website was updated, invoices were sent out on time, the cash flow was
monitored, that judges’ honorariums were paid and that charitable receipts were issued
to those who requested them.
The company provided all required work and services from their office. A meeting space
and mailbox is provided via the PEIWG’s membership at the Voluntary Resource Centre
located at 81 Prince Street in Charlottetown.
In 2021, we were fortunate to be able to host both the Island Literary Awards and the
Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty Creative Writing Awards for Young People in
person. However, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were limited to 100 people per
event. Both events took place in person at the Trailside Music Hall on Sunday, May 30.
To make these awards galas more interactive and appealing, all 1st, 2nd & 3rd place
winners were invited to submit a video of themselves reading an excerpt of their
winning pieces. All 1st place videos were incorporated (and played) during the awards
galas.
2021 Program Overview
Submissions
This year, the call for submissions opened on January 6th and submissions were
accepted until February 26th.
A grand total of 168 submissions (65 more than in 2020 and 3 less than in 2019) were
submitted to the 2021 Island Literary Awards competition.
Projected submissions fees were $1,600.00 and actualized to the exact amount
projected (to the penny!). This is an increase of $364.42 in submission revenue from the
total of 2020 which was $1,235.58. Furthermore, this also represents an increase of
$195.81 from the submission revenue that was generated in 2019 where the total
generated was $1,404.19.

It should be noted that the same critical path was followed in 2019, 2020 and 2021.
Furthermore, the same methods were used to communicate and promote that the
PEIWG was accepting submissions for the Island Literary Awards.
Submissions Breakdown:
Category (Youth)
Early Elementary
Late Elementary
Junior High
Senior High
Total Youth Awards:
Category (Adult)
Poetry
Literature for Children
Short Story
Creative Non-Fiction
Marie Coyoteblanc Award for
Indigenous Writing
Prince Edward Island
Association for Newcomers to
Canada Award
The Scott Parsons Literary
Award
Total Adult Awards:
Total (Youth & Adult Awards)

Total 2021
21
45
28
11
105

Total 2020
1
7
37
4
49

Total 2019
18
18
52
20
108

21
4
19
14
2

18
5
17
12
2

19
8
24
11
1

2

N/A

N/A

1

N/A

N/A

63
168

54
103

63
171

Fundraising
Fundraising was extremely successful for the 2021 edition of the Island Literary Awards.
With sponsorship alone, funds generated were $14,800.00. All category title sponsors
as well as prize sponsors (1st, 2nd & 3rd prizes) were filled. Only the Island Literary
Awards Title Sponsor of the event was not filled ($5000 amount) for 2021.
Additional revenues were sourced by selling ads in the Gala Program ($1,500.00
generated) as well as selling tickets to the Awards Galas ($1,450.00 generated).
Therefore, not only did we cover all expenses, but we also managed to make a small
surplus of approximately ($1,320.24).

A grand total of $19,850.00 was generated in revenues.
This represents $3,414.42 more money than last year’s total amount raised
which was $16,435.58.
In 2021, expenditures were $18,529.76 (which were $2,110.67 higher than in
2020).
We finished with a small surplus of $1,320.24.
Sponsorship request e-mails were sent to past sponsors and the company coordinating
the awards worked hard to confirm sponsors at the same (or increased levels) than in
past years. The committee and company coordinating the awards sent sponsorship
requests to potential new sponsors and both were successful in soliciting new sponsors
for this year’s awards. The awards continued to offer charitable receipts to all sponsors
(if requested). Furthermore, all sponsors benefited from advertising on social media, in
the Gala Awards program and throughout the Awards Gala Ceremonies (during the slide
show presentations as well as in mentions from our emcees).
A detailed list of all 2021 Sponsors can be found in Appendix A.
Sponsors appeared to be delighted with the Awards Galas as well as the
communications received on behalf of the company who was coordinating the awards.
Sponsors will be expecting someone to be in contact with them in the upcoming weeks
with a request for sponsorship of the 2022 edition of the Island Literary Awards.
In 2021, both Awards Galas were held in-person (compared to virtually in 2020) on
Sunday, May 30. The Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty Creative Writing Awards for
Young People was held at 10 a.m. and the Island Literary Awards was held at 1:30 p.m.
Both events took place at the Trailside Music Hall.
Each gala event was equipped with slide shows recognizing winners and sponsors. Julie
Pellissier-Lush and Keith Burgoyne were the emcees of the Youth Awards and Patti
Larsen and Christine Gordon-Manley were the emcees of the Island Literary Awards. All
emcees did an incredible job hosting these galas!

Challenges & Recommendations
This section outlines recommendations bring brought forth by the company who was
coordinating the event this year to improve an already successful product. If desired,
please contact Christian Gallant by phone 902-439-0126 or via e-mail
christian@triquetraentertainment.com to discuss the following recommendations.
***Please note that the first recommendation below was made by the company
during the last two years in their report. No changes were made for 2020 & 2021.
Therefore, the same recommendation is being presented for a 3rd year in a row. ***
Recommendation # 1
For the last few years, the request to the Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty includes
the following line “Your contribution towards this event is of great importance as it
allows us to keep expanding our outreach to include more and more Francophone
students, solidify judges and to present these awards in both French and English”. It
should be noted that this is not being followed though as the appropriate tools have
never been put in place to solicit and accept Francophone submissions. Furthermore,
the Awards Gala in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 had zero French content and there was
no Francophone participation.
The PEI Writers’ Guild needs to find funds (or upfront the funds) to have the following
documents and information translated from English to French to properly follow
through on soliciting and welcoming francophone submissions:
Submission Forms
Call For Submissions (website information)
Student Submission Guidelines (website information)
Teacher Submission Guidelines (website information)
Unfortunately (and understandably), principals in the French Language School Board will
not circulate any information to their teachers or students that is not at least offered in
a bilingual format. If the PEI Writers’ Guild wants to include all Islanders and wish to
expand their submissions, it is important to have both the information and forms
available in both of Canada’s official languages. By offering information and forms in
both English and French it also opens up a whole new world of opportunities for
sponsorship in order to generate more revenue!

Recommendation #2
Videos for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place finalists should be gathered in future years. Hearing the
authors read their work adds a very special touch to each of the Awards Galas! In future
years, the PEI Writers’ Guild should consider having all 1st, 2nd & 3rd place videos
included projected during each Awards Galas.
Recommendation #3
Cash amounts given to winners in the following categories are higher than other 1st
place cash awards in all other categories:
-

Marie Coyoteblanc Award for Indigenous Writing
Prince Edward Island Association for Newcomers to Canada Award
Black Cultural Society of PEI Scott Parsons Literary Award

Even though there’s only 1 cash award given in each of these categories listed above,
the PEIWG should consider making these amounts the same as other 1st place winners
in other categories.
Recommendation #4
To increase the inclusiveness of the PEI Writers’ Guild to its awards, it is recommended
that an LGTBQ+ award be included in future editions of the Island Literary Awards.
Furthermore, if the PEI Writers’ Guild is not able to translate materials to make both
Awards Galas fully bilingual and ready to accept French submissions, a Francophone
Category should be created and included in future editions of the Island Literary Awards.
Recommendation #5
The PEI Writers’ Guild should ensure that the Island Literary Awards Steering Committee
includes committee members from the following communities:
-

Francophone Community
LGTBQ+ Community
Newcomers Community
Indigenous Community
BIPOC Community

Recommendation #6
Even year, there are always winners (both adult and youth) who lose their cheques and
ask for cheques to be re-issued. The PEI Writers’ Guild should start charging a stop
payment fee on all lost cheques.

Recommendation # 7
This past year was the first-year submissions were accepted 100% online via
Submittables. In past years, it was always contemplated to remove paper submissions.
However, the “fear” that less submissions would be received was always present. In
2021, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the PEIWG made the jump and only accepted online
submissions.
Now that the PEI Writers’ Guild made the jump to only accept digital submissions, we
strongly suggest that this sole method be used in future years. A lot of work goes into
accepting submissions in two different formats. In 2021, a total of 168 submissions
were received with all of these being online submissions. In 2020, a total of 103
submissions were received with 66 (64%) of these being online submissions. In 2019, a
total of 171 submissions were received with 109 (63.7%) of these being online
submissions. In past years, many of the students (Junior High) would submit hard copy
submissions and their writing was not very legible. By only accepting digital submissions
this ensures that everything submitted is legible.
Recommendation # 8
In past years, all jurors have been paid the same honorarium no matter the number of
submissions they needed to read/adjudicate. In 2021, one juror had to read and
adjudicate a total of 56 submissions and received the same honorarium as a juror who
read and adjudicated 1 submission. Therefore, it is recommended that a sliding
payment scale be incorporated for future editions of the Island Literary Awards.
The following sliding payment scale is being suggested:
1 to 7 submissions to read/adjudicate = $50 honorarium
8 to 20 submissions to read/adjudicate = $100 honorarium
21 to 30 submissions to read/adjudicate = $150 honorarium
31+ submissions to read/adjudicate = $200 honorarium

Appendix A
Sponsors - Island Literary Awards
Island Literary Awards – Title Sponsor
Poetry Awards - Title Sponsor
Literature for Children Awards – Title Sponsor
Short Story Awards – Title Sponsor
Creative Non-Fiction Awards – Title Sponsor
Marie Coyoteblanc Award for Indigenous Writing – Title Sponsor
The Scott Parsons Literary Award
Prince Edward Island Association for Newcomers to Canada Award
Poetry - 1st prize sponsor
Poetry - 2nd prize sponsor
Poetry - 3rd prize sponsor
Literature for Children – 1st prize sponsor
Literature for Children – 2nd prize sponsor
Literature for Children – 3rd prize sponsor
Short Story – 1st prize sponsor
Short Story – 2nd prize sponsor
Short Story – 3rd prize sponsor
Creative Non-Fiction – 1st prize sponsor
Creative Non-Fiction – 2nd prize sponsor
Creative Non-Fiction – 3rd prize sponsor
Champion of Reading Award
Réshard Gool Award for Creative Writing
Joseph Sherman Award
Distinguished Contribution to the Literary Arts of PEI

Unclaimed
Richard Lemm and Lee Ellen Pottie
Heirs of L.M. Montgomery
Maritime Electric
Honibe
Acorn Press
Black Cultural Society of PEI / PEI Writers’Guild
PEI Association for Newcomers to Canada / PEI Writers’ Guild
silverorange
Town of Stratford
Acorn Press
The PEI Literacy Alliance
Patti Larsen
Rosemount Writing and Editing Services
City of Charlottetown
Town of Cornwall
ThinkERP
Provincial Credit Union
Upstreet Craft Brewing
Laurie Brinklow
The Bookmark
UPEI / PEI Writers’ Guild
PEI Writers’ Guild
PEI Writers’ Guild

Sponsors - Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty Creative Writing Awards for Young People
Youth Awards – Title Sponsor
Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty
st
Early Elementary 1 prize sponsor
Maximus Canada – DeltaWare Division
Early Elementary 2nd prize sponsor
Isabel Delaney and Associates
rd
Early Elementary 3 prize sponsor
Keith Burgoyne
Late Elementary 1st prize sponsor
Jay's Plumbing & Heating
Late Elementary 2nd prize sponsor
City of Summerside
Late Elementary 3rd prize sponsor
Wendy & Michael Drake
Junior High 1st prize sponsor
PEI Teachers’ Federation
Junior High 2nd prize sponsor
GIFTHORSE
rd
Junior High 3 prize sponsor
Exit Realty PEI
Senior High 1st prize sponsor
Oliver Batchilder
Senior High 2nd prize sponsor
IG Wealth Management
rd
Senior High 3 prize sponsor
Lori Mayne
Sponsors - Other
Community Sponsor (cash)
Community Sponsor (cash)
Community Sponsor (cash)
Community Sponsor (cash)
Community Sponsor (in-kind)

Orysia Dwaydiak
PEI Teacher-Librarians' Association
Mark Enman
Joel Gillespsie
KKP
Revenue - Other

Program ad
Program ad
Program ad
Program ad
Program Ad
Program Ad

Sean Casey
Stingray
Mont-Carmel Summer Concert Series
Murphy Hospitality Group
The Guild
Wild Threads Literary Festival

Appendix B
Final Budget
REVENUES:
Sponsorship
PEIWG ($250 per New Award)
Submission fees
Ads - Gala Awards Program
Door Revenue

$
$
$
$
$
$

EXPENSES:
Coordination Fees, Jurors & Emcees
Submittables
Eventbrite
Cash Prizes
Gift purchased for Distinguished Award & School Participation Award Trophy
Room Rental @ Trailside Music Hall
Envelopes, Photocopies, Screen & Projector (Rental)
Photographer
Travel

Actual
14,800.00
500.00
1,600.00
1,500.00
1,450.00
19,850.00
Actual

$ 11,210.00
$
693.40
$
94.60
$ 5,700.00
$
158.62
$
345.00
$
137.57
$
100.00
$
90.57
$ 18,529.76
$

1,320.24 Profit

